than the lungs. But, setting aside the improbability which the assumption carries with it, we will suppose that a woman is secretly delivered of a stillborn child; that she attempts to restore it to life by blowing air into its mouth; that her efforts to restore it prove ineffectual; and that she secretly disposes of the body of the child, in order to remove all ground for suspicion.
The body of the child, being found, is given over for inspection to a medical practitioner; and he is required to state, at the inquest, whether the child had been born alive;
i. e. whether it had respired after having been delivered. He finds the body altogether free from putrefaction,* the viscera of the thorax perfectly healthy, the lungs distended, projecting forwards, crepitating to the finger, slightly overlapping the pericardium, and presenting on their surface irregular patches of a pinkish-red colour. On placing them in water, he finds that they readily fl^at, even when divided into smaller portions; although it is not improbable that some of these portions will be found to sink, since it is almost impossible, even by long-continued efforts at inflation, to distend these organs with air equally throughout their whole structure.
He has now, then, to determine whether the buoyancy of the portions of lung which float be owing to 
